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Foreword 


THe Council of the General Society at its 
meeting held November 7, 1945, authorized the 
publication of this book in commemoration of the 
Fiftieth Anniversary of the Founding of the Society. 

Six Lineage Books have been previously pub- 
lished, but none contained a complete list of 
members, both past and present, at the time of 
publication. 1392791 

The Council decided that, as a memorial to honor 
those of the past, this book should record all who 
had formerly been identified with the Society as well 
as the present membership. 

Therefore, the Registrar General was instructed 
to make a careful search of the original records in 
order to compile a complete list of all members 
from the time of the Founding of the Society up 
to the date of this publication. 

The Registrar General hereby expresses her 
grateful appreciation for the valuable assistance 
given by Mrs. Alfred C. Duncan, Mrs. James D. 
Cockcroft and Mrs. Ross H. Miner, Assistant Reg- 


istrar General, in the compiling of this book. 


Mase L. Mackey, 
(Mrs. Chandler A.) 
| Registrar General. 
May 4, 1946. 
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A Half Century in Retrospect 


by 
MRS. ALFRED C. DUNCAN 


Historian General 1943-1946 


Tue vantage point of fifty years is an excellent one at which to stop 
and view the progress made by an organization. Particularly if the period 
be that of birth and initial growth is the resumé of events worth while. 
Let us pause then, for a brief time, and consider the life of our Society, 
the Colonial Daughters of the Seventeenth Century, during the first fifty 
years of its existence. 


It is well that we should review the principles which Mrs. Harlan P. 
Halsey, our first president, and the other founding members set forth as 
guiding motives on that afternoon of May 4, 1896 when the organizing 
meeting was held. The aim was “social and patriotic and the perpetuation 
among their descendants of the memory of those brave and hardy men 
who assisted in establishing the colonies of America and periled their 
lives and interests in the various colonial wars from May 1607 to 
December 1699 and rendered other distinguished services laying the 
foundations upon which the republic of the United States of America 
was established, and for the collection and preservation of historical 
relics and documents and the placing of tablets to mark places of historic 
interest relating to that period.” 


These aims as here set forth we have endeavored to keep to the best 
of our ability. Each decade has varied the interest and the advent of two 
major world conflicts, has twice curtailed our efforts, but to the original 


purpose we have held firm and sure. 


It was expected by the founders that the membership would be 
extremely limited since it required an American heritage of over two 
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centuries to constitute eligibility. From the original founders we have 
grown to a total present membership of 398. Up to May 4, 1946 we have 
had 1,102 members accepted. Our General Society has become the 
parent of eight chapters scattered throughout the east, south and 


mid-west. 


A word of justifiable praise should be given the very lovely insignia 
which was planned by our first members and which has seemed to increase 
in beauty and significance as the years have passed. We wear it with joy 
because of its intrinsic beauty and because of the thought which it por- 
trays. The center is a sunburst of blue containing a spinning-wheel with 
the years 1607 and 1699 above and below and surrounding the center a 
white circle with our name in letters of gold. Attached to the outer edge 
of the circle, equi-distant and resting on rays are twelve mayflowers or 
hawthorne. These commemorate the original settlements. Surmounting 
the rays are the Colonial and National flags and between them a crown 
encircled by a wreath of hawthorne, being a tribute to James I of England, 
in acknowledgement of his granting of the Charter. In 1940 the Council 
authorized the adoption of a small official recognition pin which bears our 
seal in colors corresponding to the insignia. This is steadily proving its 
value. Fifty years have proved, too, the simple loveliness of the Colonial 
Daughters seal. | 


It was one of the earliest thoughts of our founders that we should 
have each year a Commemorative Luncheon marking a noteworthy event 
in the early settlement of our colonies. These meetings have proved 
throughout the years to be very happy occasions and have been the high 
spot of each season. They have taken place with unfailing regularity 
even during the war periods, though in those days, while we honored the 
event for which we were met, it seemed more fitting that we omit the 
luncheon and have a tea after our program. As we recall these Com- 
memorative Luncheons of past years, some particularly outstanding ones 
come pleasantly to mind, the Dutch Luncheon held at the Midwood Club 
in 1908, the luncheon at the Women’s Club in 1914, when members 
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pantomimed so charmingly a lovely old story of colonial Virginia, and 
the Indian Luncheon held at the Bossert in 1925 with Carveth Wells 
speaking and many interesting Indian exhibits on display. 


In addition to the regular Assemblies which have been gatherings of 
social grace and charm as well as sources of inspiring information pro- 
vided by a steady succession of excellent speakers, we have carried out the 
design of the founders by marking places of historic interest centered in 
the seventeenth century. On April 26, 1902, a tablet commemorating 
its foundation in 1654 was placed with appropriate ceremonies on the 
Flatbush Dutch Reformed Church in Brooklyn. On November 8, 1910, 
we unveiled a tablet which we had placed on the Flatlands Dutch Reformed 
Church in Brooklyn to commemorate the first church erected there in 
1663. On September 9, 1921, we presented to the Pilgrim Society of 
Massachusetts, a sundial of bronze resting on a granite base. This stands 
in Plymouth Hall Garden in Plymouth and commemorates the Ter- 
centenary of the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. We marked the 
site of the first home of Peter Stuyvesant in Manhattan, on April 2, 1927, 
by unveiling a tablet placed on the South Ferry Building 


In addition to the placing of these markers on historic sites we have 
taken over the furnishing and upkeep of two rooms in two historic 
exhibition houses in our locality. The first of these is a room in the King 
Manor House in Jamaica granted to us by the King Manor Association 
in 1902. The second, granted to us in 1926, is a room in the Lefferts 
Homestead in Prospect Park, Brooklyn. The furnishings and decora- 
tions of this latter room were presented to the Society by their children 
in memory of John Fowler Talmadge and his wife, Isabella Negus Van 


Sychel Talmadge, who was one of our founders. 


Our preservation of historic documents was highlighted in 1922 by 
the purchase, through the efforts of Mrs. Samuel Knapp Frost, of the 
Stoothoff Papers. Mrs. Frost was an eminent geneologist and served us 
for twenty-eight years in that capacity. “These papers were part of the 
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Tuenis G. Bergen collection and mostly written in Dutch. They relate 
to the early history of Flatlands and its surrounding territory. Through 
the kindness of the Record Department of Brooklyn, which found them 
of value to the city, and through the generosity of Miss Mary E. Butter- 
ick, one of our members, these papers were translated and indexed and 
are now deposited in the custody of the Long Island Historical Society. 
In 1940 a compilation was made, by our Historian General, of Tombstone 
Inscriptions from the cemetery of the Dutch Reformed Church, formerly 
the Old Bergen Church of Jersey City, New Jersey. One copy was 
placed in the Long Island Historical Society, another in the State 
Library at Albany. Through the years we have published six Lineage 
Books which are really Record Books in that they have set forth from time 
to time a full account of the Society’s activities. 


Perhaps one of the most pleasing forms of work which we have 
undertaken throughout the fifty years of our existence has been that 
with the young in the form of recognition for scholarship endeavor. In 
order to promote an interest in colonial history, the Society offered in 
1903 a prize competition to young women students in Brooklyn schools 
for the best essays on Colonial Women. There were three money 
awards made. A scholarship to Adelphi College was extended to Miss 
Slade and completed in 1917. In 1931 another scholarship at Adelphi 
was given to a girl of American parentage, Jean Rockwell, and con- 
tinued until her graduation in June 1935. Commencing with June 1934 
and continuing to the present day we have given a yearly award to a 
high ranking student at the United States Military Academy at West 
Point and also one to the Naval Academy at Annapolis. 


The idea of marking the graves of our pioneer ancestors was orig- 
inated by Mrs. Samuel Knapp Frost in 1928. A marker with the So- 
ciety’s insignia was designed for this and since that time numerous graves 
have been so marked and pilgrimages into New England and Long Island 
to fulfill this purpose have been undertaken. Appropriate ceremonies 
are always observed at each grave. In April 1936, in Arlington National 
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Cemetery, the Society’s insignia was presented as a tribute to the 
Unknown Soldier and services held at the tomb. 


That we might show thanks for Divine Guidance and ask for help 
upon our way, we have, from our earliest days, joined with other 
patriotic societies in an annual religious servce which has been held in 
some one of Brooklyn’s churches. 


It has been the fate of the Colonial Daughters of the Seventeenth 
Century that the first half century of their existence should have been 
marred by the conflict of two world wars. The Spanish-American war 
in 1898, when we were very young, really brings our war record up to 
three. Feeling that we were serving our best purpose by maintaining a 
steady equilibrium, we kept to our accustomed path as far as possible 
throughout these years of trial. We did, however, do our best to alleviate 
the suffering which war always brings. During the First World War 
we gave two units to the Red Cross for the Navy Base in Brooklyn, four 
Singer sewing machines to the headquarters of the Brooklyn Red Cross, 
raised $300,000 in Liberty Bonds and the Colonial Daughters Auxiliary 
to the Brooklyn Chapter of the American Red Cross made 44,000 surgical 
dressings and numerous knitted articles. Our President General at this 
time presented us with a silk service flag which was proudly displayed 
and a list of our men in the service of their country was printed. 


During the Second World War from which we have just emerged 
our principal effort was in aid of the Marine Hospital on Ellis Island. 
We also contributed knitted garments and afghans to the American Red 
Cross and much in clothing and money. To the hospital we gave some 
much needed equipment, a Burdick Lamp, complete with Rotary Con- 
verter, a portable Ear, Nose and Throat Suction Apparatus, an X-ray 
tube for X-ray Fluoroscope and a Control Board and Motors for Motion 
Picture Equipment. In the purchase of this expensive apparatus we 
were helped with liberal contributions from our Chapters. Though no 
list of our men in service during this war was printed, we remember them 
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with grateful pride and affection. To those so dear to us in both the 
General Society and Chapters, those who laid down their lives to save 
our “goodly heritage’, we acknowledge our eternal gratitude. 


As with all parents we are more proud of our children than any other 
thing we have accomplished. We enumerate our Chapters with joy. 
Realizing that close cooperation makes for strength, in 1946 it was 
voted by the Council of the General Society that each Chapter should 
elect one of its members to represent the said Chapter on the Council of 
the General Society. This is a step that should bind us closely together. 


Our first offspring, the State of Missouri Chapter, No. 1, was organ- 
ized in 1905. Here in the Middle West this group of women has made a 
splendid record of achievement both past and present. They have a 
fine showing of war service in canteens and hospitals ; they have taken an 
active interest in the preservation of historic objects; they have benefited 
the youth of their community and they are at present erecting a memorial 


fountain in the rose garden of Forest Park. 


The State of Rhode Island Chapter, No. 2, organized in 1920, has 
given valuable service to its state and locality ever since its beginning. 
It’s work for young people has been outstanding. Until rationing cur- 
tailed the activity, a bus trip to Plymouth was taken each year for 
selected school children who wrote essays describing the event. Also 
the gift of a much needed silver service was made to Pembroke, the 
Women’s College of Brown University. The sturdy boulder marked 
with a bronze tablet to commemorate the founding of Rehobeth by the 
Rev. Samuel Newman and his congregation in 1644, which they erected, 
is a fine contribution toward historic marking and the chapter’s generous 
25th birthday gift to the Rhode Island State Hospital, as well as their 
Red Cross blood plasma donations during the war now ended show fulfill- 
ment of their humanitarian impulses. 


Our third child, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Chapter, 
No. 3, was organized in 1926. Its active years were filled with pleasant 


12 


intercourse and contributions to the historic and intellectual life of the 
communities from which its members came. During the Tercentenary of 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony one of the members compiled the history of 
forty-six historic houses of Boston and its vicinity. The chapter’s most 
important work was the furnishing of its room at the Harrison Gray Otis 
House. Some choice pieces of early seventeenth century furniture make 
this one of the most interesting rooms in the old mansion house. The 
Chapter was declared inactive by order of the Council, General Society, 
October 11, 1939. 


Ahweyneyo Penn Yan Chapter, No. 4, organized in 1934, has 
maintained a steady membership and a lively interest among its con- 
stituents. 


Chapter No. 5, the Jamestown Virginia Chapter, was also organized 
in 1934. There in beautiful Virginia, this group of loyal women, scattered 
from the mountains to the Tidewater, have made a fine contribution to 
the historic work of their state in the preservation and restoration of the 
Virginia County Court Records. Eight volumes of these records have 
been restored and work is underway on the ninth. Several of these 
restorations were made in loving memory of the deceased members of 
the Chapter. We are justly proud of this undertaking which helps to 
keep fresh the memory of their noble heritage. This Chapter is the 
proud mother of the Blue Grass Chapter of Lexington, Kentucky, 
Chapter No. 8. 


In 1936 the Rensselaerswyck Chapter of Albany County, New York, 
Chapter No. 6, came into being. One of the outstanding events of their 
first decade was the placing of a tablet in the First Church in Albany 
to commemorate the founding of the church in 1642 and in honor of the 
first Dominie Johannes Megapolinses. In observance of the Sesqui- 
centenial of New York State’s ratification of the Federal Constitution in 
1938, the presentation of a “Standard Shrine of the Constitution” was 
made to the ‘““Albany Academy” founded in 1813. 
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In New Jersey in 1937, Connecticut Farms Chapter, No. 7, was 
formed. In the nine years of its existence this Chapter has thrived in a 
splendid fashion. Proud of what its State and country have stood for in 
both the past and the present, the Connecticut Farms Chapter has given 
service of true value. Its efforts for the youth of the locality in generous 
gifts to Camp Shawnee for boys have been of great benefit. The placing 
of a tablet in the Connecticut Farms Church in Union, New Jersey, was 
a worthy contribution toward the historic preservation of the state. The 
knitted articles with which the members have busied themselves as 
well as their other work for the relief of those whom the war had made 
sufferers swell the total of their welfare services. As is true with the 
other Chapters, their Assemblies have been of unfailingly high quality. 


Our last child, the Blue Grass Chapter of Lexington, Kentucky, 
No. 8, was organized in 1940. Though separated from us geographically 
their spirit is near. Their meetings are intimate and delightful with 
speakers bearing upon the history, art, music and culture of the seven- 
teenth century. Like the Jamestown Virginia Chapter they have from the 
very first pursued an interest in having rare documents restored. They 
have reclaimed for Transylvania College in Lexington the first two 
Minute Books of that institution. They have also restored old state 
documents at the Kentucky Historical Society in the old Capitol Building 
in Frankfort, Kentucky. That is a fine work in building for posterity. 


So we draw to the close of our retrospect of a half century. To 
place in tangible form a memorial of our Fiftieth Anniversary, the 
Council deemed it fitting to publish the book of which this report is a 
part. To mark our celebration with a gay touch we held on April 30, a 
luncheon at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York, where brief reports 
from the Chapters were read by their representatives and a parade of 
figures gowned in costumes of the past showed us how our former mem- 
bers may have looked. It was a happy party that should worthily take 
its place in our memory of festive luncheons. 
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Now we close the covers on the pages of one epoch but, since no good 
thing can ever die, we carry with us into the yet unwritten pages of the 
future, the thoughts, the deeds and the aspirations of those who have 


made us in the past. May we be worthy of the tradition which they 
have established. 


15 


PLATE [I 


PLATE II 
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PLATE IV 


PLATE V 


PLATE VI 
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FRONTISPIECE—Insignia of the Society 


—Seal of the Society. 
—Flag of the Society. 


—Bronze Grave Marker, used to mark actual burial place of Seven- 
teenth Century Ancestors of Members. 
Approved by Society November 7, 1928. 


—Tablet placed on the Reformed Dutch Church in Flatbush, Flatbush 
and Church Avenues, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


—Tablet placed on Flatlands Dutch Reformed Church, Kings Highway 
and East 40th Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


—Sun Dial presented to the Pilgrim Society of Massachusetts in 
commemoration of the Landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. 


—Petrus Stuyvesant Tablet placed on the South Ferry Building, corner 
of Whitehall and State Streets, New York, N. Y. 


PLATE VIII —Tablet located at the entrance to the Newman Cemetery, Newman 


PLATE IX 


PLATE X 


PLATE XI 


PLATE XII 


and Pawtaucket Avenues, Rumford, East Providence, Rhode Island, 
commemorating the Founding of Rehoboth and the building of the 
First Church by the Rev. Samuel Newman and his Associates in 
1644. Placed by the State of Rhode Island Chapter, October 28, 1929. 


—Tablet on the First Church in Albany, N. Y. to commemorate the 
Founding of the Church in 1642, and to honor the first Dominie, 
Johannes Megapolinses. Placed by Rensselaerswyck Chapter. 


—Tablet in the Connecticut Farms Church, Union, N. J. to honor the 
Pioneers from Connecticut to New Jersey. Placed by Connecticut 
Farms Chapter. 


—Talmage Room, in Lefferts Homestead, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., dedicated to the memory of John Fowler Talmage and his 
wife, Isabella Negus Van Syckel, one of the Founders of the Society. 


—Early American Bedroom, furnished and maintained by the Society, 
in King Mansion (King Manor), Jamaica Avenue and 150th Street, 
Jamaica, N. Y. 
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PLAS eel 


Roster of Members 


1896-1946 


+Signifies Present Membership 
in General Society or Chapter. 


RECOGNITION PIN 


Actual Size 


1896 


National 
Number Name 
1 Mrs. Harlan Page Halsey 


i 


10 


11 


12 


Henrietta A. Halsey 


Mrs. Howard L. Higgins 
Sarah M. Cushman 


Mrs. John Fowler Talmage 
Isabella Negus Van Syckel 


Mrs. Henry B. Reed 
Bertha Howard 


Mrs. William Henry Davol 
Jennie Brooker 


Mrs. Ansel L. White 
Mary Alden 


Miss Rena Isabelle Halsey 
Miss Edith May Dutcher 


Mrs. Harvey J. Gilmour 
Elsie Rebecca Dutcher 


Mrs. Arthur Jewett Harrison 
Fannie Bertine Sackett 


Mrs. Sarah E. Siegel 
Sarah Elizabeth Michaels 


Mrs. Elijah Robinson Kennedy 
Lucy Brace Pratt — 
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Ancestor 


Francis Higginson 
Robert Cushman 
William Philips 
Jacob Mitchell 
Samuel Marshall 
John Alden 


Robert Treat 
William Beardsley 


William Beardsley 
John Guernsey 
Robert Treat 


John Webster 
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14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


29 


24 


Mrs. Henry E. Hutchinson 
Ella Stafford 


Mrs. George G. Brooks 
Marcia Warren Bramhall 


Miss Mariana Boardman 


THe elE 


Mrs. William Van Renssalear Smith 


Roxy M. Brainard 


Mrs. William Taylor 
Harriet Howell Gilbert 


Mrs. Andrew L. Taylor 
Cornelia Cooper Gilbert 


Mrs. Albert Jousseaum Delatour 
Susie Sweetser Holcomb 


Mrs. David A. Scribner 
Virginia A. Hale 


Mrs. Julia A. Boynton 
Julia Annette Boardman 


Mrs. Justus Howland Van Wie 
Helen Wood 


Mrs. Francis Seaverns 
Caroline Augusta Marshall 


Mrs. Gilbert W. Taylor 
Emily Meiggs Keith 
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Thomas Stafford 


George Bramhall 


Samuel Boardman 


Edward Doty 


Edward Howell 


Edward Howell 


John Dows 


John Hall 


Samuel Boardman 


John Hollister 


Richard Thayer 


Kenelm Winslow 


2D 


26 


27 


28 


fae) 


30 


ol 


OL 


oo 


34 


35 


36 


37 


Mrs. Joseph McCaldin 


Carrie Harrison 


Mrs. William Hall Brace Pratt 
Mary Harris Houghton 


Mrs. C. C. Martin 
Mary A. Read 


Mrs. Elisha J. Neale 
Maria Merrill 


Mrs. Joshua Walker Reynolds 
Viola Rich 


Miss Harriet Maria Greene 


Mrs. T. S. Hager 
Amy Trembly 


Miss Nellie Josephine Lewis 


Mrs. Henry Sheldon 
Celia E. Farrington 
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